
Stir Up the 

Gift!

May Sermon Series



“God gave you a talent. He 

gave you a gift. Are you 

using it? If not, start.”



Scripture Lesson: I Timothy 4:12-16, Let no 

one despise your youth, but be an example 

to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, 

in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give 

attention to reading, to exhortation, to 

doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in 

you, which was given to you by prophecy 

with the laying on of the hands of the 

eldership. 



Meditate on these things; give yourself 

entirely to them, that your progress may 

be evident to all. Take heed to yourself 

and to the doctrine. Continue in them, 

for in doing this you will save both 

yourself and those who hear you.



Our Focus Verse: I Timothy 4:14

“Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you 

by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands 

on you” (ESV). 

“Do not neglect the gift, which is in you, [that special 

inward endowment] which was directly imparted to you 

[by the Holy Spirit] by prophetic utterance when the 

elders laid their hands upon you [at your ordination].” 
(APM)

“And that special gift of ministry you were given when 

the leaders of the church laid hands on you and 

prayed—keep that dusted off and in use” (The Message).



Do Not Neglect 

Your Gift

Lesson One



NEGLECT, to give little 

attention or respect to, 

disregard, 

ignore, overlook, slight, forget.



Age: Whatever our age, the 

Lord wants us to use our 

spiritual gifts. 



Inadequacy: Our spiritual gifts 

rarely come to us fully developed. 

God often requires that we step out 

in faith and trust Him to work in and 

through us. 



Three Reasons Why People 

Neglect Their Gifts:



1. FORGETTING
“Out of sight, out of mind”



Ephesians 4:16, From whom the whole 

body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every 

joint supplies, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every 

part, makes increase of the body unto 

the edifying of itself in love.



I Thessalonians 5:12, And we urge 

you, brethren, to recognize those who 

labor among you, and are over you in 

the Lord and admonish you.



Everyone has a gift, but not 

everyone has the 

encouragement to recognize 

what that is.



2. BEING TOO BUSY
It’s a word many of us use most of the time—

we’re too busy, so busy, very busy, or just plain 

busy. 



John 9:4, I must work the works of 

Him who sent Me while it is day. The 

night is coming when no man can 

work.



3. FOCUSING ON YOUR OWN 

WANTS AND NEEDS
Our gifts aren’t about us.  



I Peter 4:10, As each one has 

received a gift, minister it to one 

another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God.



“Use whatever gift you’ve received 

for the good of one another so that 

you can show yourselves to be 

good stewards of God’s grace in all 

its varieties.” (The Voice)



Three Charges:
1. Be Mindful 

2. Be Busy

3. Be Selfless


